
Ellen’s corner - 2

Gander WI's Story - 3

Community, Culture & Heritage - 4

Lobbying and Advocacy - 5

Talking Points - 6

FWIO - Eastern Area - 7

PEIWI Mask Project Expands - 8

SWI Update - 8

How Do You Love Me - 9

Conference Updates - 11

PEI Update - 12

Marie Kenny Scholarship - 14

Hearth is Where the Home Is - 15

Norma’s Story - 16

Quarantine of Corona Virus - 16

WINS News - 17

Gardening - 18

Kathy’s Admin News page 19

ZZZZOOOOOOOOOMMMMMMM!!!!

That is the buzzword for the day, for sure. It’s the new
reality in order for friends, family, board members to live,
laugh and get business done. I am so proud of everyone for
embracing this technology so that we are not stopped in our
tracks by this Covid 19 business. Kudos go out to branches
and families that have had practise sessions for their
members, so that everyone is on the same page. With the
advent of upcoming AGMs being held virtually, that
information is going to come in handy so that information is
disseminated and voices can be heard. Who said old dogs
can’t learn new tricks?

I just can’t say enough about the communication committee
that is working so hard to keep everyone in the know, the
technology is available, we just have to use it. Of course,
there has to be something to say, so please, members across
Canada, give your provincial representative your stories,
pictures and comments for us all to hear about. 

I gave an interview to an online YouTube channel about the
Hoodless museum. I tried to stress that it was more than a

... continued on page 13

WI Connections
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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT

MORE INSPIRING READS
THIS MONTH:
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Have you ever thought about the fact that as
a Canadian woman you were not considered to
be a “person” until 1929? And did you know
our first President was a leader in the struggle
to have Canadian women recognized as
“persons”?

When representatives met in Winnipeg in
February 1919, they agreed that a national
organization could be the voice of rural
women right across our country. And so Mrs.
Arthur Murphy, a lawyer from Edmonton,
Alberta, became the first President of the
Federated Women's Institutes of Canada.

Just a few years later, Mrs. Arthur Murphy,
known by her friends as Emily, was appointed
a Magistrate. As she was about to preside as 
Judge over her first court proceedings, the
event came to an abrupt halt. According to the
law to preside as a Judg,e you had to be a
“person” - and she did not qualify! 

She was appointed to the Senate but it was
never confirmed by the Prime Minister for the
same reason, that she was not a “person”.

Emily Murphy was a very determined and
competent woman, very concerned about the
welfare of women. She began the struggle to
ensure that women were “persons” under the
law. 

She invited four more Alberta women to join

her in the effort to have women recognized as
“persons”.

They have become known as “The Famous
Five” - Emily Murphy, Irene Parlby, Nellie
McClung, Louise McKinney and Henrietta
Edwards. 

They worked tirelessly for the change that
was needed. They lobbied, raised money, hired
lawyers and went to Ottawa to meet with
Government officials, only to be turned down
.But they wouldn’t give up. Canada was still
one of the colonies of the British Empire and
London was the seat of power. So off to
London they went to plead their case with the
Privy Council. They were successful and the
victory was the Persons Case Act of 1929. 

To me, it is amazing and fascinating that these
women had the courage and determination to
do what they did. It was a time when women’s
place was in the home, not women who were
convinced that women had to be recognized
and accepted as being capable of making a
valuable  contribution to Society, reaching
their potential and goal. Almost 100 years
later there is still work to do on equality.
 
There is much we can learn from Judge Emily
Murphy, the first President of the Federarted
Women’s Institutes of Canada, a true role
model.

Ellen McLean has been an active WI member for close to seventy years. Over
that time, she has served in many roles including President of the Women's
Institutes of Nova Scotia, President of the Federated Women's Institutes
of Canada (FWIC) and President of the Associated Country Women of the World
(ACWW). Testimony to her excellent leadership and service,  Ellen has received a
honorary doctorate degree from St. Francis Xavier University, been inducted to
the Canadian Agricultural Hall of Fame, received the Order of Canada as well as
being the first recipient of the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Women of the Year. 
Over the coming months, Ellen will share insights from her many stories and
provide her perspective on our world today.

ELLEN'S CORNER
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 - Ellen



During these trying times of the COVID-19
pandemic, the Gander Branch of NLWI  has
been busy as beavers. Their sewing machines
and knitting needles have been going clickety
clack, clickety clack.
 
Finished community projects included: 

Scrub bags, scrub hats & masks for the local
hospital and Seniors Homes. In excess of 400
masks were made and distributed to essential
workers, friends and family. Many were also
sent to other Provinces.

Quilts to be donated to a local women’s
shelter. One member also made a quilt and
donated to Broadening      Horizons (Special
Olympics recycling group) to be sold on
tickets as a fundraiser for this organization.

Adult bibs for a long term care home.
 
Another member knitted 30 pairs of
slippers and distributed them to residents on
her daily walks.

Other members cooked and baked to share
with seniors living alone & are very vulnerable
to this virus.

Also, some members were making phone calls
to these people to check on their well- being.
It’s all about caring & sharing.

Some others painted rocks and hid them
around town and in the Garden of Hope. It
was fun to see if they were found.

Fidget quilts for dementia patients is an on-
going project.

And many more personal items!

In addition to keeping our hands busy, we held
two meetings by Zoom. Thank God for
technology! It’s a good way to keep
connected. 

Our convener for May month sent us a link to
view a program on the life of “Bees”. It was
very interesting & informative. Also, very
appropriate, considering May 20 was World
Bee Day. Did you know that bees could
count? 

Needless to say, we have not been idle while
being
isolated. But we look forward to seeing all our
WI friends very soon. Until then, we will hang
in there, stay positive, stay strong & stay
healthy.

OUR STORY FROM NLWI, GANDER BRANCH
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Submitted by Marion Stratton, President and Nellie Moss, Secretary



FWIC Tweedsmuir Competitions
Miriam Lank PEI Board Representative
received a grant for prizes for the Triennial
competitions in the amount of $450.00. 
$150.00 for crafts, $150.00 for essay,
$150.00 for the collage.  Sincere thanks to
Miriam and the PEI WI for the grant!  

There is also the Senator Cairine Wilson
Competition. Write an essay about any
Governor General of Canada with a prize of
$100.00.  The deadline for competition
submissions is January 15, 2021.  

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead
Updates
Due to the COVID 19 restrictions, the
Homestead is closed until further notice. 

Addie’s Kitchen Buy a Brick Program is
accepting your donations to help finish Phase
1 of the Education Centre/Learning Kitchen
renovations.  We would like to have the
kitchen certified for the teaching sessions
that are being planned to happen when the
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead is able
to re-open.  

The New Horizon’s for Seniors Grant Program
has begun our COVID-19 #LifeHacks Series.
On May 16th, we had 39 people attending our
Virtual Gathering on Zoom with our
“Experience Simple Happiness” presented by
Andrea Leja and Rosemary Evangelista from
CYFO.  

Our second COVID-19 #LifeHacks Program
was held on May 30th with Marian Austin
presenting “How to Make Non-medical
Personal Masks & Ear Savers”.  

FWIC/WI Canada Lottery
Your chances of winning just got better!
While a licensee may advertise in national or
international media, tickets may only be sold
in Ontario.  Raffle tickets licensed in Ontario
must not be offered for sale, sold or ordered
from outside of Ontario. However, while in
Ontario, residents of other countries or
provinces may purchase raffle tickets or break
open tickets licensed in Ontario. Raffle tickets
must be purchased in Ontario and must not be
mailed out of the province.  

If you live in Ontario you can order your
tickets at our online store or if you live out of
Ontario and plan to visit us in the near future,
please stop by the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless
Homestead when we are able to re-open to
purchase your tickets. 

Tickets are only $5.00 each for your chance
to win $5,000.00.  Only 5,000 tickets will be
printed!

Please watch our website www.fwic.ca and
Facebook pages for updates.   Stay safe &
stay home.  Together we will get through this! 

COMMUNITY, CULTURE & HERITAGE 
& ADELAIDE HUNTER HOODLESS HOMESTEAD UPDATES
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Submitted by Margaret Byl, President-Elect

http://www.fwic.ca/
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"Whatever
women do, they
must do twice as
well as men to be

thought half as
good. 

Luckily, this is
not difficult."

Charlotte Whitton

LOBBYING AND
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE –
BYLAW UPDATE
Submitted by Jill Copes, Chair

Denise MacLean and I have been working on the bylaws with
the goal of having them ready for your review and comments. 

Any of the changes adopted at the 2019 Annual General
Meeting have to be ratified at our Triennial 2021. 

We greatly appreciated Kathleen Beale’s expertise on several
of the sections. As you recall, Kathleen a retired lawyer did a
presentation at our last AGM with suggestions for changes.
Lynn and I have taken these comments into consideration and
there were some areas she advised us to seek legal counsel. 

Now, we have a draft document which we are presenting to
another lawyer to ensure we have all our ducks in order. 

We plan to present the Draft Bylaws to each of the provinces
at the 2020 AGM and you will have lots of time to review and
provide us with your comments so the Bylaws can be adopted
at 2021 Triennial.



Submitted by Angela Scott
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One of the best meetings we had during the
COVID-19 isolation period discussed “talking
points”.   

“Talking points” are the everyday words in
which we share information about a subject.  

We all use them, and have them, especially
when we talk about ourselves. If we meet
someone new and we must introduce
ourselves, we usually have a little “blurb” we
would say, that is just enough but not too
much information.
 
In the case of our Women’s Institute, it is just
the same.  The only problem is… we are such a
broad and inclusive group/organization it is
downright difficult to talk about it in just a
few words.  But we must, because all the time
we have people ask us about it.  

For years I have been ‘tongue-tied’ wondering
how to describe WI.  So when our WI Canada
Communications Committee had the question
come up regarding “talking points”, I thought
this might finally resolve a lot of questions.  
 
Question:  You're a member of Women’s
Institute - what does the WI do?

TALKING POINTS

In the Women’s Institute, we do so many
different things for so many people in
communities all over the world, how should
we narrow it down to a brief, clear, and
concrete answers?

Here are a few we came up with:

Women’s Institute provides a way to serve my
community.

WI is a group of women involved in their
communities since 1897.

Women’s Institute is a circle of women who
care.

WI is a network of women who address issues
in their communities.

Women’s Institute for me is an organization
about learning and education.

What do you think of these answers?  How
do you answer this question? 

Email me (angela.scott@bellaliant.net) your
talking points and we will share them in a skit
you can use in your provinces and Branches to
practice talking all about the WI!



The Eastern Area consists of eight Districts
and 30 Branches.  It is approximately 18,000
KM 2 with the Ottawa River on the northern
boundary and the mouth of the St Lawrence
on the south.

Our Branches are very busy making nurses’
caps, gowns and non-surgical masks.
Hospitals, clinics and senior living complexes
have been the areas receiving the majority of
these items, respectively. 

With no monthly meetings we have now taken
to phoning members, connecting through
social media and video programs like Zoom. 

Branches have stepped up their efforts in
giving money to local food banks. We continue
to create blankets for Victims Crisis Centres,
make cards for Christmas and now ones that
just to say, “HELLO”.

Districts have partnered with many
organizations such as, helping to fundraise for
Renfrew Home Support, celebrating academic
excellence with Renfrew Collegiate Institute
and Renfrew County Farm Safety Association
to implement, “Safety Day,” for county
farmers and agribusiness. 

We have helped support local youth with their
annual Sleep Out event to raise funds for
homeless teens and support safe shelters.
Another Branch is encouraging villagers to
create flower and veggie plots in their front
yards to honour frontline workers and to
beautify their village. 

Many Branches have bursaries for students to
encourage continued education. 4-H has been
and continues to be an important part of many
communities. The Women’s Institute is proud 

to present these awards and bursaries to many
young individuals who in the future will help
our farms and agricultural community.

Fire stations have received funds to purchase
Jaws of Life equipment from the support of
our membeWe have donated funds to local
hospitals to aid in purchasing essential
medical equipment including, CT scan and x-
ray machines. To the chemotherapy and
dialysis departments we have donated
blankets and caps to make the patients feel
more comfortable.  Patients are extremely
grateful and thankful WI is in their 
 community.

Our Area has workshops and gatherings to
share ideas about sewing, knitting, cooking,
gardening, banking, organizing your house,
travel and many other interesting topics. Paint
nights, painting wooden signs and alcohol ink
paint nights are all a huge success. Christine
Reaburn and Ruby Bennett where inducted
into the Renfrew County Agricultural Wall of
Fame in 2020,  Lynn Clelland was inducted
previously to 2020.

The Eastern Area is promoting a new
challenge to help Districts fundraise for their
local food banks! From June 1st until
Thanksgiving, Districts will be actively
fundraising, the District with the most money
raised will be awarded $200 towards their
donation to their local food bank.  

In these are uncertain times, our worst enemy
is despair, apathy and hopelessness. Even
though there are days when we grieve the loss
of a way of life we knew, there is hope. Never
give in! Never, never NEVER give up. 

FWIO - EASTERN AREA
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Thanks to donations and the continued effort
of volunteers, PEI Women’s Institute is
excited to announce the WI Mask Project will
be expanding.

The handcrafted masks will be available in
packages of 10, 25, 50 or 100 and are ideal
for families to businesses. Each package will
be a unique array of beautifully crafted fabric
masks.  They are varied in colour and are
reversible. Made with 100% cotton or cotton
blend, the materials lends well to commercial
washing with built in marine grade stainless
steel nosepieces. The overall design with
elastic ear loops allows for a snug yet
standard adult fit.  
 
WI Masks are available for sale only through
the QEH Foundation. Prepaid orders from the
QEH Foundation website may be picked
up at 40 Enman Crescent in Charlottetown on
Tuesdays 9-11am or by appointment by e-
mailing wi@gov.pe.ca or calling 902-368-
4860. To place orders please visit online
at: https://www.qehfoundation.pe.ca/wi-
mask-project/
 
This Mask Project and now fundraiser is the
result of volunteers efforts from members of
PEI Women’s Institute and PEI Mask+Aide in
response to requests.

The PEIWI Board stated,  “We are still
committed to serve the vulnerable
communities requesting donated masks, but
are pleased this fundraiser will fill gaps from
the cancellation of our annual WI Spring Is in
the Air Gala dinner and assist to outfit large
groups at the same time.”

The QEH Foundation reacted to unexpected
and urgent equipment needs by raising funds
for the QEH to outfit dedicated COVID-19

units. As the QEH transitions to the "Ease
Back" Phase of the COVID-19 response,
additional equipment is needed to ensure the
safety of patients and staff while upholding
the Chief Health Officer's physical distancing
directives. 
 
Funds raised through mask sales will
contribute to the purchase two Scavenging
Nitrous Oxide Systems, one for the
pediatrics unit and another for Labour &
Delivery. The new systems will allow for the
use of nitrous oxide, which has been
restricted at the QEH due to concerns related
to COVID-19 transmission. Nitrous oxide is
not only used for sedation and pain relief
during childbirth but is also administered as
inhalation medication for children undergoing
painful procedures.  
 
Tracey Comeau, CEO of the QEH Foundation
indicated "The QEH Foundation is so pleased
to be included in this Mask Project. The WIs,
across Prince Edward Island, have always been
great leaders and supporters of the QEH
Foundation. This project should help with our
"EASE BACK Phase" at the QEH Hospital".
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PEIWI MASK PROJECT EXPANDS
Submitted by Ellen McPhail, PEIWI

The SWI AGM was unable to be
held on June 1, so the quilt raffle
will now be drawn on Monday,
October 5, 2020 at the fall board
meeting.  Tickets are 
$2.00 each or 
3/$5.00.   The meeting 
will be at the home 
of President Virginia 
Kreklevich in Foam Lake. 

SWI UPDATE

https://www.qehfoundation.pe.ca/wi-mask-project/
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Oh, Women's Institute, how I love you;  let me
count the ways.   I love you from the length
and breadth of Canada and around the world. 
I love you from the biggest cities to the
smallest rural groups. I love you from the most
confident of women to the most timid of
women. Many organizations are good, but you
are the best of them all. 

Why do you love me? 

I will tell you why.  You have taught me the
wisdom of the Mary Stewart Collect, the
thankfulness of the Women's Institute table
Grace, the learning of how to conduct a
meeting, the value of cooperating,  and the
gathering of talents to complete a task. You
have taught me that each group is like a quilt;
each person adding  their personal stitches to
make something beautiful and complete. 

Where have you found me, my love?

I have found you in the homes of my
neighbours, in the community, at District
Meetings, at Annual General Meetings,  and in
the Halls of other Women's Institutes. I have
found you in each woman's spirit of
willingness, generosity, caring, and hard work
that makes a Society strong.  

I see you present at competitions between
local Societies, each using their talents to
enhance the experience for all. I have found
you in the generosity of members caring for
those less fortunate, serving at funerals,
welcoming the birth of a new member of our
community, encouraging children and young
parents through workshops, fun events,
awards at the local Fair and scholarships for
education. 

And did I mention, that I have found you in 

HOW DO YOU LOVE ME
Submitted by Delores McNee, Rock Creek W.I.

the generosity of your members when it
comes to supporting local women's shelters,
school food programs, Senior's rest homes,
transition houses, hospital extended care
facilities, and major Children's Hospitals.  I
have found you, in each member showing
compassion for her neighbor, whenever they
have need of her. 

Who can find me, my love?

Any one seeking you will find another woman
who knows of you and will testify about you. 
I was new to the community and one of your
members befriended me and said what a great
organization you are. 

They said it would be an easy way for me to
meet other women in a small rural community
and make lasting friendships. They said the
Societies were made up of women from all
walks of life and of all ages from young moms
to great, great grandmothers.  

Being a mother with two teenaged children,
they informed me that it would not take up a
whole lot of my time as all of them were busy
housewives, career women, business women
or caregivers. 

They also said I would learn a lot of new skills
and crafts through various demonstrations
presented at the meetings. That I would learn
about agriculture, horticulture, issues
affecting our community, our Province, our
Country and the world. That we could be part
of changing those things which affect our
environment, our water, and the air we
breathe. What do I mean to you, my love?
      
As a hen protects her chicks, so I too feel the
love and warmth of your members surrounding 

...continued on page 13 
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NEW DATES ANNOUNCED FOR THE 
ACWW CANADA CONFERENCE
This is an open letter from Linda Hoy, ACWW Canada Area President, to all ACWW
Canada Area members whether you were registered to attend the Canada Area
Conference being held in Sidney, BC at the Shoal Centre from June 13th to 15th, 2020
or not. 

We have experienced the worst pandemic to
hit our world. The Covid-19 pandemic did not
play favourites and countries were not spared
numerous deaths. It came upon us quickly and
we were not as prepared as we should have
been. Who would have thought back in March
2020 that we would be isolated in our homes
for 100+ days only to venture out for food
and needed supplies? 

It was very hard for me to make the decision
along with the BCWI Planning Committee to
postpone the ACWW Canada Area
Conference. 

I was looking forward to being back in Sidney,
BC where, in 2012, I became FWIC President-
Elect. To return as Canada Area President was
going to be another memorable time. It was a
decision that we had to make for the well-
being of our members and as regulated by our
governments to not travel or meet in groups. 

Now, moving forward we have come up with a
new plan. In talking with FWIC/WI Canada
President, Joan Holthe, I proposed to her that
the ACWW Canada Area Conference move
from the Pacific Coast to the Atlantic Coast in
2021. The dates would follow the FWIC/WI
Canada Triennial Convention, June 17th to
June 19th. As such, the Canada Area
Conference will be from June 19th to June
21st. 

The new dates for the ACWW Canada Area
Conference would be June 19th to 21st,
2021, in St. John's, NL.

The FWIC Board and the NLWI Planning
Committee have both approved of this and the
Memorial University in St. John’s, NL, has
been part of our discussions. This would be a
great opportunity to attend both the
FWIC/WI Canada Convention and ACWW
Canada Area Conference in beautiful St.
John’s, NL.

The BCWI Planning Committee has done a
tremendous amount of work and was ready to
welcome us to BC. I want to thank them for
their planning and fundraising efforts. Donna
Jack, Committee Planning Chair, and Ruth
Fenner, Registration Chair, have both agreed
to stay on to help the NLWI with the ACWW
Canada Area Conference. Thank YOU!

You may be asking yourself, “What will
happen with my registration fees that I paid to
BCWI now that the Canada Area Conference
is postponed?” 

  1. If you are considering attending the
ACWW Canada Area Conference in St. John’s,
NL, then the $110.00 registration fee can be
used as a deposit for the Canada Area
Conference. I am asking that you take some
time to think about this before making your
final decision. Due to Covid-19. Memorial
University catering and meeting room rentals
are unable to give us prices until late fall.
Therefore the registration package will not be
available until January. 

... continued on page 11 



The Banquet on June 19th will be an FWIC/WI
Canada Closing and ACWW Canada Area
Opening Banquet.

Tours will be organized during the two events
for delegates and companions.

2. As we get new information from Memorial
University it will be forwarded to you. They
have reserved 150-200 beds in their
Macpherson College residence. “Macpherson
College is a residential complex located on our
St. John’s campus. It is comprised of nearly
500 beds. Each person will have their own
private bedroom (with a single bed) and share
their washroom and shower with one other
person. We can match and pair people
together as requested.

Room rate: $60 per person, per night or $120
for the full suite (both sides). This is inclusive
of 15% HST and 4% city accommodations tax –
which is charged by any
hotel/accommodations provider in the city.
This is a room only rate and does not include
breakfast or any meals. It does include,
however, parking, WiFi and a gym/swim pass.
Linen and basic toiletries will be provided but
there is no housekeeping inside guest rooms
during a stay. We operate a 24/7 front desk
during the summer and guests can exchange
and refresh their towels here as required.

We can accommodate approximately 50
people on each floor. Each floor has a couple
of common areas in the middle of the floor
near the elevator with floor to ceiling
windows. There are couches, TV, tables and a
kitchenette in this space.”

3. If you paid for BC tours, you will receive a
refund issued by BCWI in the coming weeks.
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4. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with
any questions that you may have
at canada@acww.org.uk.

I must confess that I am feeling less stressed
about having to postpone the Canada Area
Conference and the stress has changed to the
excitement that we will have a great time in
St. John’s, NL in 2021.

Life has a way of putting obstacles in our path
to not only challenge us but to make us look
for a way around them. This Covid-19
pandemic may have been an obstacle but I am
seeing that it may be a better way to hold our
ACWW Canada Area Conferences and FWIC
Triennial Conventions in the future. One
travel cost with two or three added days to
visit the host province while attending both
and hearing about the work of FWIC/WI
Canada and ACWW.

Wishing you all a safe summer. “Together We
Will Be OK”.

ACWW Conference Continued...



PEIWI continues to exhibit resilience and
kindness as the over 70 branches adapt to
COVID-19 guidelines, with projects and
modified events. 
 
The provincial WI Board of Directors
welcomes the "Renew PEI, Together: Phase In
Approach" recently announced by the
Government of Prince Edward Island.   As
phases continue PEIWI Board and branches
are creating operational plans to reduce risk
during meetings and/or events.   One such
event is the annual Roadside Cleanup now
scheduled for Phase 2. 

PEIWI is pleased to announce the annual
Roadside Cleanup has been rescheduled to
Saturday, May 23, 2020. The provincial board
and its branches invite families or individuals
to collect litter from road sides accumulating
from this past winter by selecting a section
along PEI roads.  There is no need to register,
and PEIWI and branches welcome
participation across PEI on May
23.   Participants must note the date is
subject to change based on COVID-
19.  During collections, participants must
practice physical distancing and follow Chief
Public Health Office guidelines.  

As traditional WI bags are not available on
account of COVID-19, WI encourages
members of the public to use personal clear
bags. Former WI bags from previous years can
also be used.   

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND UPDATE
Submitted by Ellen MacPhail, Executive Director PEIWI
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PEIWI wish to thank  the IWMC, Maritime
Electric, Pepsi, Cavendish Farms, and to the
Department of Transportation, Infrastructure
and Energy who will be removing the
collected litter following May 23.

Since the last column, the world has
continued to provide challenges yet the
resolve of WI members remains steady in
COVID related endeavours.  One program, of
many being done by members, is the Mask
Project. 

To date over 2,000 non-medical masks have
been fabricated and delivered to long-term
and community care facilities, inclusive of
other vulnerable organizations across PEI.  

Although the masks provided are secondary
options for much needed protective
equipment it is hoped it has lent well to
easing minds during an unsettling time.

The gracious donations of marine grade
stainless steel nose pieces and elastics have
enabled the Mask Project to continue for the
time being.  The devotion and care given by
the sewists in their fabric selection and their
skills has been an extraordinary act of
kindness.  

When arranging the array of masks to
repackage for recipients, it is hard not to be

... continued on page 13



overwhelmed by the obvious devotion and
beauty of the functional art pieces.

For more information on the Mask
Project, please visit www.peiwi.ca.

In branch news, members of Hampton WI
made a cash donation to the South Shore
Food Share, and issue a challenge to other
branches to donate to their local food banks
when possible.

"It's a difficult time for many of our families,
friends, and neighbours and it's important to
stay healthy!" stated Hampton branch
President Tanya MacDonald.

Meanwhile, the New London WI has
developed an innovative “Book of Comfort”.
Members collaborated online by contributing
their favorite comfort recipes, jokes, stories,
musings, photos, and poems. For your copy,
contact Sheila at sheilafforsyth@gmail.com.

me with their affection and encouragement.
They have challenged me to use my creativity
and abilities to inspire others and I have
learned much from the many talented
members who make up your Institute. 

I love meeting each of your members "face to
face, straight forward and unafraid"; that we
are all born with wonderful qualities which
need to be gently nurtured. 

How happy you have made me, Women's
Institute, these past sixteen years.  You have
made me feel an active participant in the
caring of my community and in return the
community has cared for me.

There is no greater love than this.

PEIWI Update continued...
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You Love Me continued...

museum, and the moderator seemed to be
impressed by our organization and says he
would do more for FWIC another time. We
will take any publicity we can get, although I
felt embarrassed by some of my headbobbing
and at one point I just had to do something
about the itch at my nose! I tried to control it,
but it was bigger than both of us, tsk! 

Watch for it, and you will see what I mean:
https://www.facebook.com/realjoshuawall/vid
eos/2853905281373784/

Your board has been very busy this past
month, dealing with the hiring of two summer
students, convention 2021 planning, by-law
and resolutions, finances, programming,
fundraising, and I know they are just as busy
in their own provinces. 

They will report on what is upcoming in these
Connections, and, I will try to give them time-
off during the summer to do some
staycationing. We live in a beautiful country;
let’s enjoy this - close to home experience, to
consider it a benefit, not a hardship. Take
care, be safe.

President's Message
continued...

http://www.peiwi.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/realjoshuawall/videos/2853905281373784/


be graduating in the applying year from a high school within the province of Prince Edward
Island with academic grade twelve;
have been accepted into an accredited university or college; and 
complete and submit the application before the deadline.

The Prince Edward Island Women’s Institute (PEIWI) is delighted to announce a new scholarship
for graduating grade twelve students.
 
We are now accepting applications for the Marie Kenny Community Builders Scholarship, which
was officially launched at the 2020 WI Founders Day Celebration.
 
This scholarship's focus is on volunteerism and community service.
 
"Community spirit and the idea of working together towards successful and sustainable
communities has historically been part of the culture all across PEI," said Marie Kenny. "I want
to encourage our Island youth to continue to build on that spirit of community, and through this
scholarship we will recognize those contributions."
 
All details for eligibility for this and other PEIWI scholarships can be found at www.peiwi.ca or
contact the provincial office for further details.
  
To be eligible for this scholarship a student needs to:
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MARIE KENNY COMMUNITY BUILDERS
SCHOLARSHIP
Submitted by Miriam Lank

In Australia, WI member Marie Kenny of
Brackley WI was appointed as Chair to United
Nations for ACWW in April 2019.  

In Prince Edward Island, Lieutenant Governor
Antoinette Perry, Premier Dennis King, PEI
Women's Institute Board members and members
of Brackley WI were on hand at Government
House to celebrate her appointment.

http://www.peiwi.ca/


Food preparation, 
Gardening, 
Crafts and décor, and 
Health and wellness.  

The “Hearth is Where the Home Is” project is
a skill- and community-building program
taught by WI members and others across
Canada.  

In the May’s edition of WI Connections, Lynn
MacLean gave you an outline of the
submissions we are looking for: 

The project meets the WI Canada objectives
of providing a united voice for the Women’s
Institutes, initiating programs, and providing
resource materials and providing a medium of
intercommunication among the units of the
Federation.

Gardening seems to be the hot topic this year
with everyone having to “stay home” and
“self-isolate”.  At my local feed store, they
had run out of the popular seed packages and
the seed potatoes in about ten days of having
them put out for sale.  

My husband decided this year to build above
ground garden beds.  Our only problem is
keeping the cats out of the boxes! They
probably think they are big kitty litter boxes.  

Our neighbour in town built raised garden
boxes out of pallets. These boxes even have
plastic greenhouse covers. This was good for
the plants when we had extremely hot days
here in Quebec and then the temperature
dropped - we had two nights of light frost!  

Some people do not have ground space and,
instead, plant vegetables in containers on
their balconies.  

HEARTH IS WHERE THE HOME IS
Submitted by Judy Page Jones, QWI
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What about you are you gardening this year? 
 Maybe you can give some gardening tips to
share with other members across Canada.   

What about community gardens, is anyone
involve with this type of gardening?  How
does it work, what are the benefits?

Crafting is another activity that homebound
members are probably doing.  I know when I
have attended the Convention, I have
witnessed many lovely projects made by the
members.  Maybe you started a new hobby or
craft that you could share with pictures or a
tutorial written or a video. 

To participate, send all submissions to
info@fwic.ca or your provincial WI Canada
representative, your Provincial WI Office, or
the National Office at PO Box 209 359 Blue
Lake Road, St. George, Ontario, N0E 1N0.
Don’t forget to check out our Facebook page,
too, for updates on “Home is Where the
Hearth Is”.

https://www.fwic.ca/post/hearth-is-where-the-home-is
https://www.facebook.com/WomensInstitutes/


The COVID-19 pandemic has hit us all with a
vengeance!! Self-isolation has become the
norm—something none of us are used to!! So
what to do??

I decided it was time to downsize - I’m a
crafter/quilter/sewer, etc. and my craft room
was getting overcrowded.  

What fun finding things I’d forgotten I had!! 

Getting things organized in containers, well
marked, and sorting crafty items for my
granddaughters as well as for future garage
sales.  

Then the unexpected happened! a friend of
mine had passed away earlier in the spring. In
the midst of my downsizing I was notified that
she had bequeathed all her crafts, including
her quilting supplies etc. etc. to me! Now I
had a huge job—boxes and boxes of material
and wool and you name it. My garage is full!! 

Family, friends, and WI members will partake
of some of these treasures. Already a friend
who is making masks has received some of the
material. I, too, have been making masks, and
the material has come in handy.

Baking is now the “in” thing.I have made
goodies to give to friends who are not bakers.
And doggie treats—even our furry friends
need a home-made treat.

Besides sewing and quilting, knitting takes up
some of my time. Knitting finger puppets is a
fun thing to do—my little great grandchildren
are having fun with theirs.  As my
granddaughter teaches four-year olds, she has
asked me to make some for her class. And the
Montreal Children’s Hospital will receive

NORMA'S STORY
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Submitted by Judy Page Jones

During the Quarantine of Corona Virus   
The days are long and dreary
Appetite is slowing down
No one is street walking
Industries are all shut down
 
But I am thankful
Even though I can’t go to Town
I thank the good Lord
That I can still “get around”
 
My heart goes out to all the professionals
Who are working day and night
Risking all their lives to save us
Testing medicines day and night
 
Oh! It certainly is dreary times
But we are to be thankful
For all the professionals out there
Risking their lives for me and you.

some at Christmas, as each Christmas my
granddaughter collects toys and treats to take
to the hospital. 

Due to self-isolation, Zoom is the going
concern to connect with family, friends as
well as WI members. I’ve enjoyed having
meetings and church services via Zoom. It lets
us meet and visit with each other. As the
saying says “Ca va bien aller”  “We’ll Be OK”!

QUARANTINE OF
CORONA VIRUS
Submitted by Verna M. Patterson



COVID-19 may have slowed down the
Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia, but it has
not stopped members and branches from
carrying out projects that fall within the
themes of FWIC-WI Canada’s project, “Hearth
is Where the Home Is”.
 
One of the themes with the project is making
non-medical masks and in Nova Scotia it
became either an individual or a branch
initiative.  For example, one member of the
West Pugwash WI personally made about 300
face masks and donated them to stores,
garages, the Post Office, the Food Bank, a
local restaurant, and the local hospital
auxiliary. For her efforts, $300 was donated
to the local Food Bank.  Other branches like
Cambridge WI, Lakeville WI, the Islands WI,
and MacPhersons Mills WI had individual
members producing masks for family and
friends while one member from Delhaven and
District WI made masks for a health clinic and
for foreign workers at local farms. Branches,
like Port Williams WI and Lyon’s Brook WI,
made producing masks as a group project.
Port Williams gave their masks to the local
hospital while Lyon’s Brook WI distributed
their masks and ear savers within the
community. 
 
If the members were not making masks, how
did they occupy their days? 

The shortage of flour and yeast in the stores
would suggest that many have been baking,
trying new recipes, or perfecting others. 

Others started their gardening early, while
some helped homeschool their children or
grandchildren. Many shared stories of getting
rooms painted or of reorganizing their
closets. 

Quilting and sewing were also popular
activities. On a more serious note, one
member used her skills, along with others in a
quilting circle, to create a quilt for every
family of a victim of the Portapique shootings.

Another aspect of the project that Nova
Scotia members have begun to embrace is
making “how to” videos. One WINS member
got creative and produced a video on “how to
make an ear saver” and another on “how to
make a stamped card”, and other members are
considering making videos to share a talent
they have.  Stay tuned for more videos.
 
Staying connected is one of the things that
members missed the most. Those with
computers used zoom or messenger to get
together and/or hold their meetings. Others
delivered the provincial WINS newsletter,
Home & Country as an excuse to stand on the
steps of fellow WI members, two meters
apart, and catch up. Some stayed connected
via the telephone and others helped their
community seniors by touching base and
getting their groceries.  
 
These are just some examples of how the
members of the Women’s Institutes of Nova
Scotia have coped through COVID- 19 and
made a difference in their communities.

WINS NEWS
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SUBMITTED BY LYNN MACLEAN



My gardening year starts in January. After the
holidays are over it is time for a cup of coffee
and a chance to look at seed catalogues or to
go online to check out the many options
there.  I usually order far too many seeds, (I
still do not seem to grasp how many are
actually in a package) and it seems to me I
really overestimate the energies that I am
going to dedicate to gardening once the
season starts. 

It is easy to dream when the snow is falling
and I am very close to the cookie jar. The
reality is somewhat different, all that digging,
bending, weeding and other chores makes me
realize that I should have spent more time on
the treadmill over winter, but the exercise is
good for me, so I carry on. 

For those lucky people that live in areas
where you don’t have to worry about frost,
well you probably will not understand the
next few lines. For all of us who can be
plagued with frost in any month of the
summer, the fight goes on. With blankets
draped over planters and baskets: remay
hanging over tender beans, pots turned
upside down over our pumpkins, our yards
look like we are preparing for Halloween. 

Many nights I have been thought I was
prepared for the frost only to wake up in the
morning to the dreaded “killer frost” and lost
it all. Of course, at this point the garden
centers are sold out, so there does tend to be
spaces in my garden.

I am constantly pushing the zones in my
garden and have killed more plants that I
want to think about.

We live in Zone 2/3, which means cold
winters but in my mind that does not mean
that a Zone 4 plant will not prosper, maybe
even a zone 5. I can buy that beautiful zone 5
Rose, and yes (once again thinking I have
more energy that I do) I will dig it deep, put
soil and leaves around it for winter protection
and all will be well. 

I seem to run out of garden desire in about
August, trying to ignore weeds and other
garden chores, so come October when I
should be out tucking in my garden for the
winter, I have visions of getting back into my
sewing room. Needless to say, the poor plant
struggles on for a few years throwing up one
little living branch until finally giving up the
winter battle. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love my gardens. Each
peony coming up in the spring is like an old
friend and I am always out talking and
checking on all my babies. I am very grateful
to have the space around me, filled with birds,
insects, plants and scents.  

Gardening for me is renewal, something to
plan for, a challenge, and an acceptance of the
things I have no control over. An early
morning coffee in my favorite chair outside in
my garden and all is well in my world.
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GARDENING IN CANADA
Submitted by Brenda Devauld



This is my first update for WI Connections. I
have been meeting our members over the
past three months as I have been learning
more about WI and learning my new job here
at Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Museum. 

I began my journey with you March 3rd. I was
in Quebec for the weekend when the COVID
closures began March 13th. Once home, I
packed up the administration office and
brought everything I thought I would need
with me and have been learning and working
from home ever since. 

I am deeply grateful to the Executive and
Board members, especially Joan and
Margaret, for helping me transition into this
position and through the ever-changing
landscape of shut down. I cannot say enough
about how everyone is coming together to
rethink and retool our goals to fit our new
circumstances.

We needed a new landscaping contract which
was well down the list of to-dos until the rain
and sun got serious about spring. We were
more meadow than grounds, and our picnic
tables somehow turned out to pasture to
graze when I came in last to check in. 

Thankfully, the hay has now been cut to a
more human height and can be called grass
once again. Next outdoor project, I hope to
build a keyhole raised garden as a part of our
projects committee to show a small garden
can be made from cheap or free materials and
produce well even though started late in the
planting season. 

The gardens lead me to our next in-progress
venture. We are hiring a summer student to

assist at the museum and, hopefully if the
County of Brant gives us the green light to
open, to do tours and education with the
public. 

Until then, they will be helping with
gardening, sanitizing and archive work
indoors.  

We also are talking  with the County to assist
us with opening a small artisan gift shop at
the museum. I am excited to showcase the
skills and handiwork of the membership.

Finally, and most certainly not last, we have
been approved for our first grant from the
County of Brant Community Grant Program! 

This news is new as of June 3, and the details
of the exact amount and when it becomes
available to us is pending. The funding is for
capital investment into the exterior paint of
the building and event funding originally
intended for our Easter event. Assuming we
can open by October, we hope to plan a
haunted house event that will recover some of
the income opportunities lost due to COVID
shutdowns. 

We have a great many plans in progress at the
Homestead and thank you for your ongoing
generosity with donations that individuals and
branches alike make to keep us going. 

I look forward to meeting more of you as time
goes on, even better when that day comes, we
can meet in person! I hope everyone stays
safe and healthy. Keep it up and we will see
each other sooner, rather than later.
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KATHY'S ADMIN NEWS
Submitted by Kathy Dwyer, FWIC Office Administrator



Learn more and stay
 up to date by visiting us    

often at www.fwic.ca


